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Chairman Corner

Faculty development has been a top priority for
the UCO administration this year. Dr. James Anderson,
NC State University, was brought to campus to work
with faculty in the areas of retention and assessment.
Dr. Herbert Hauptman, Physics Nobel prize winner, and
Dr. Hans Brisch, Chancellor of Education, were invited
speakers for the first Regional Universities Research
Day in October. Dr. William Silby presented a faculty
seminar on funding and research. On November 5th,

Dr. Ann Lucas, author and former university department chairman directed a
workshop for UCO Academic Department Chairmen.

Eighteen full-time faculty and eleven adjunct lecturers are teaching 7,147
credit hours in the Department this Fall semester. This is a 1.5% increase over
the 1998 Fall enrollment. UCO has the largest freshman class in its history.
The "Commons", new student apartment-style housing, is full with a waiting
list. The Department is benefiting from laboratory fees collected this
semester. For the first time, students enrolled in labs within the Biology,
Chemistry and Physics, Departments, were assessed $25 per lab. These fees
are purchasing supplies and materials used in the labs. Dry-wall is being
added to shelled space on the ground floor of the LAB. We may be able to
move the Herbarium to the new area soon.

The Department received a donation from the estate of Mr. Bob Thompson.
Mr. Thompson was the owner of Thompson Biological Lab near Ketchum,
Oklahoma. He processed and prepared botanical and zoological tissue for
microscope slides. We purchased excellent slides from his lab for many
years. The estate donated thousands of prepared slides, preserved specimens,
laboratory tables, glassware, and other items from Mr. Thompson's laboratory.
We are very grateful for these needed supplies and thank his family for
remembering UCO.

The Biology Department, along with the other six departments in the College
of Mathematics and Science, will sponsor the first College Career Fair on
Monday, February 7th in the University Center Grand Ballroom. The annual
Career Opportunity Fair sponsored by the Pre-Med./health Professions Club
will be joining the College Fair. Come to see us. We enjoy seeing former
students and love to show off our new labs.
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What’s Happening

Assessment

The Department of Biology is now required to assess its Undergraduate and Graduate programs. Assessment
involves evaluating our programs in an effort to improve them. Many of you have helped in this effort over the past
two years by taking the National Area Concentration Achievement Test (ACAT) in Biology. This test covers the
core areas of Biology, and allows us to gauge how our graduating seniors compare with other graduates in Biology
across the nation. The overall score for UCO graduating seniors in Biology was in the 64" percentile for the both
the1998 and 1999 years.

We also track numbers of graduating seniors admitted to graduate schools or professional programs (e.g., schools of
medicine, dentistry, optometry). Last year 27 graduates or students near the completion of their B.S. gained
admission to such programs. This number represents about 40% of our graduating seniors.

Our Biology Education majors are also doing well; all those who have taken the Oklahoma Biology curriculum
exams over the past year and a half have passed, with a mean score above the state average.

Over the past year, current and former graduate students have published five papers, three in peer-reviewed journals,
reporting research conducted as graduate students at UCO. Of the 27 graduates of our M.S. Program, four have
completed a Ph.D., six are currently in Ph.D. programs, seven are teaching Biology at the high school, college, or
university level, two are employed by a public agency, one is a physician, two are working in the medical field, and
two are doing contract work in Biology. We are proud of the accomplishments of both our undergraduate and
graduate students.

Marine Science Consortium

The UCO Biology Department and the Marine Science Consortium offer educational opportunities in the Marine
Sciences. The college programs provide college-level course work in four academic three-week sessions. Students
may enroll in biology, geology, and chemistry courses at the station. We also provide research opportunities and
internships for undergraduate and graduate students interested in the Marine Sciences. For children in the 8"-12"
grades, the Pre-college program offers courses during each week of the summer. Pre-college courses, covering a
wide range of topics each week, give students hands-on experience with collection techniques, identification of
organisms, and the natural history of the coastal environment. Elderhostel programs offer fun educational activities
for those over 55, including sea kayaking. Contact Dr. John M. Hranitz (Jhranitz@ucok.edu, Tel: 405- 974-5254)
for more details on any of these programs

Exploring for fungi along the Panama Canal
By: Dr. Clark L. Ovrebo

There is perhaps no greater thrill for a field biologist than to work in a tropical rain forest. Over the years
‘ I'have had the opportunities to work in a rain forest in Costa Rica and recently in the forests along the
Panama Canal. The purpose of my trips has been to document the diversity of fleshy fungi in these lowland rain
forests.













































